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-Rach€fCftron

Syrtrysis
Silent$ringba@ the irnparroflnmaruan+, hetr
producfs, on the edvfionmenL W-ritferr om-30 years ap, ft F q-r TTarrpTry
attempt+odcnelopennironscntrLr*nrcnes among W
Carsorfftrc"uthoflrm a @ the e@

Jachel

enviroriment She mnductedka i€search during the I 95Gi a-fitie when= the use
of @ s€rlrpsecsss,jfte scientific eommuri+hr\litde
about drrclcrtgtrnrcffecS itctrptfodflrtrwoutd have crrthrEadr.Threl$neral
publickneweveness.Pesticiffi 

.ivereGedwithoutcauttfl -an(f ft rgfsrqanti-
ies because thebenefi-t of pest eradftation seemed to be the onS consideiftion.

As a scientist"Carson became concerned by the attempt ofhumans to control

nagrre-IJee adec@cted
tffiares ing populatbnqirrctnding*r$rans,
that rqrer€aereief.$ded tobefargets,-Asned with theresulSotherresqarch'
she becansaarnnsfficial sp@re natx@ilent
SpringlA Elunt€ract the prwaiffiigtGa sTlhe time that"nature itGE 6-t the

convenicneeofms#- Her te*+f&emptr{ehelp peopledadop+espce{r the

naturahVOrfd-and:enC,ourapdrered'rzatiorithatthenaire'orrcffiSat€of
chemieCsi*+his.rsedd **ryFdc*roy the users.

Stsfficus
In order to obthin the fi.rllest understanding of this work, you must take note of

the sequeneeofmntrthatta#Garsetdescribes @ould
recognize thafft-e scientific Cdnmnnrit5as well as the generaf ptibhht€m1 very

little ab'wftffiseffects ofrrarypcsticidqs that ha&b'eerr-develope#.Eu
should also focus on the cause-and-effect relationships between pesticidesand

the natural world that are described by Carson. You should appreciate that many

of the relationships were only inferred at the time the novel was written- How-

ever, in the deeedcs-since Sils*spriagms-published,-mac+tofCarso+s-prqlises
have; Phetic. )

Correlatlon to StrbieG MAtter
Plan*, Baeteria;@ie*a' and Foo*€$ains
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-- -Silent-Sorinq,-

Identifting
Facts

2 nolf BroSounces lTeaching Resources: Supplemental Reading

1. \!hy does the author tEel that insecticides shouldbe calLed biocides?

Z IIow did WorfftVli If ccnrtrffiEfeto fie grorfutn ofrnseaicides?

3. Ffow do chemists pofuce tFC cfeanrngffridtarbon tetrachloride
from nretbane?

4 Furwhat purptlscYr*-DDT'

5. \Alhat effect @ieideshareon }ivingoryanitmc?=

6 What results when paftr oforganic phospEate fisecticides are com5frredl
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SUPPLEMENTAL READING con t inued  Name

8. Identif ifirbe ways fiareartrnroorms benefit soil.

i g. fto* do insecticides disturb thebalance of populations resiclingin thq soil?

:
1

i t t. ffo* can sprayinga forest with an insecticide affect fish residins in a

' forest stream?

i f 2. fnArarrypoffoofpr:o*ucrrgqryrdff€onrain ffio'ffhlo-
i rinated lrydrocarbons? Explain why.
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c o n t i n u e d

lnterpretfirgr
Meanings
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13-Ide$tifyfiso-reethds sfpr€venting{re{o htion of pr,&lbfo$sup-

lies that are-ree€mrrslde*ftntheanthor

t4r t#hatarec one.

ff, flt es t5etr$ S&:nt{pr{ngrepresent?

16- Arcordin&to Carsor\ what relationship e-ists henueenthe pt56icalp(oper-

tie* of carbonend+begreaediversif{ life?
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17. Does Carson Fel that humans shouldever ftrter€re with the refationshps $
that exist amorrg Eardfs vegeution? Eaplainpur answer-
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.i8. How can rhe use of DDT aciuoily boost ai-r insect pop'.;I?tlon?
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i f 9. mscribrffarbar$stkeorf of ttrer*ationship betwerreancerc#'@ fer-

, mentqtion.
: l

20. f@wharrwo'irrrportant facrsfrtw betrro\€rlO&td in

, the des@ offrsect controlproggamsf
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Applying
Meanings
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21. Does Carson feel drat humans can'tontrol nature"? Explain why-

22- F-:ryldn hor" ttre ry'rrringfer-Br*chelmdiseasc crrcntually 1
that the chaimFpoisotrirg6rotrwar''itpro'grcsset{Tough a
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SUPPLEMENTAL READING con t in  ued  Name

:WritingAhautthe Book

i On a segatadrcetof pape6rmi6.thaarsrg to eadrof thcbllo**gqlcstions.

i
: fxtending th+ Story
, l. RacFeffiarson basethei noveloh evrdence collectedfuihgthe' J950s'
, Utrfotn ately, many other qisodes of humans inter{ering with the U{qt:.

i of nattrre have unfoided sinci that time. Write an epilogue to the novel which

; a.Ut one rucft episode.
t
:
, Thi nkin+anoIlAssilmPlio n s
' 2. ftrridsrdmtlnnnars cafseofdohatlrC' is bas@-.

i tionr. fff dle'fasrahapter offr-e novelifie author def*ffiha very suong feel

i tgp about these assumpfons. Do yorr agree with hel popition? Fxplarn why

i orldrynot

:

: RespondingLto 2 fteqiew
i g. I, hasbeen-sai+that Siletttwing#:@ffiageg9sradattory -#*rfu'req that
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i morjetrrrn-in-hasbrortgtrt-irrtntreinS,iri'his ruthles
. .  .  l r  ^ - .  L^L^ l

, U.S"Uoe*t*,,"itfof all nalure+p+oteston behalf,oflife'-V/riteascsfay in

i whielryorrract'tethis stater:nentDayouthink thathumaniqrnraroF me

i co"nnrmto"ffay.rBe sureErne-sprcifiCreferences to sEppurf yolrrar-Iqlwer.

i fyetuatlng a CfiaraEter
i a. nactr,et€arsmwrote ttrfu*rUoolnrar:an afte@as

i atready siFen€dfre voicesof spting-irrcountless towminfirericd*. fu you

i resqfiifiriherattempt?Eapla\why: l

Writinga lo"urnal EntrY
S. I evidenceef@.

wittitne balance of narrre. Wiite an entry in your fietdjournal describingevi-

dence of the disruption you observe in your own tolvn'

A@se
6. If youhadbeen Rachel Carson,whatwouldyou have done*erwriting this

book to continue educating the general public about the dangers of pesti-

cideg. Writeasess*y ln whlehpu+lcerty describe Sree-difterentectiog You
would uke. Explain your reasons for each.
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c o n t i n  u e d

.  - Si lent-Snrina
, . - _ - * - . = j #

On aseparate shceof papeqrmiffiArfoUowingqq$ions.

C'itieal Thi@ing

f. Albert Schweitzer is quotedin'the toit as stating'Man has lost the cap4city to

foresee and forestall. He will end by destroying the earth." Does the theme of

Silent Springsupport this statement? Explain how.

2. The use of insecticides in Clear Lake was based upon erroneous assumptions.
Identify the@ *nlrre;ults.

* Throughout ns in r,tfiiehdr,Pre-.
dicted outcomscfarirction-wm jusfdre-oppositeof what acrtrafry oa{rrred'
Describe one srchsifi.ration-Be surefodearlydescribe what professignals

bdieved would'eea* an*+Aat actudlrlappeae#

4. Prer€nd thatymar:effiror @ of nucleartnergy are

you against thbaltema$rreene*5y sonree+\Arite an€ssay in whiebirour state

your opinion Brcstneto-givr-rrasonyfo,rycnn-sta*on the issqte.

f, Farmers use pesti-icl:es'to increase fi€ fefefdf-ffieFc'rops. Grearcnyield
means lower prices for the consumer. Would you be willing to pay higher

pri€es for fruits-and-rrcgetablesfhat ale4rovariru'pesticide-free=+5iron-
rnents? Explaifta*f
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