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8 T hrough a Window:
My Thirty Years with the Chimpanzees of Gombe

—Jane Goodall

'*Synqpms

. In 1960, Jane Goodall was sent to Fanzania to study chimpanzees. It washoped
that her observations would provide humans with a better understand@ag_of

then' closest relatives. What evolved from that mission was. &30—yea;rsmdy ofa

chlmpanzeecormmmrty erGombr ‘ B

In an effort to share her expenences with the layperson, Jane Goodall wrote two

nonﬁcuon texts about the years she spent with the chlmpanzeesatGmnbﬁ. The

ﬁrst text, Int the Shadow of Man, tells the story-of the auther’s first 10
| Gombe. Tts sequel, Through a Window: My Thirty Years with the Chir mpanzyes of
. Gombe, explores Goodall’s last 20 years of research. The text chrenicles the’ hﬁe ofa

. community of chimpanzees. It describes the social interactions of its members,

. their search for power and love, and the relationships between pareﬂisand off-

. spring. The text provides the reader with a firsthand glimpse of ammai’oeha;aor It
_is the author’s hope that this insight will facilitate a deeper understandmg of-~

hmnmbehavmramongher@ders o D

L

Studentfeeus
! You shoul&ii%r dlose attention to the methods of scientific inquiry employed by

the auther and her researchers. It sheuld be noted that Jane Goodaﬂteokgreat

- | care in preserving the authenticity of the matural domairrof the chimparzees’

. habitat. She continually tried to make sure that the chimpanzee community was

. unaffected by the presence of humans. Goodall wanted to observe the ammals’

behav:tor as they would behave if they were. completely alone, withouk

mﬂuence You shoutd think about this idea by considering both sides o ﬂte issue.

Is it possible to conduct field research and leave the observed natural dqma;n

{ unaltered? Under what conditions might it be possible to be present in an ani-
| mal’s environment and not alter its behavior?

-

 Correfation to Subject Matter

Eve}utleﬁ Genetics, Aninal Behavier, Eﬁdmgered Spectes, and Ermrmmental

Educatlon
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[SUPPLEMENTAL READING | continued

. ..Throuah a Window

Analyzing the Book

dentitying

1. What is the setting of the book?

2. For what purpose-did theffaﬂﬂfefgeteﬁ@ﬂ?faﬁon?
3-7 What is an alpha? Give an example of one.
. §
‘4. ‘How did Goodall’s mother contribute to the su;ces§ of the Npro%am?
75. Why are chimpanzees used assubsﬁﬂites for humans-in-medicat fe§e9rch;

J

. 6. What did Goodalf’s observations of the female chimpanzee named Floriltus-

7. What milestone-usually occurs during a chimpanzee’s fourth year?

trate about the relationship between mother and child?
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8. Describe a male chimpanzee’s “charging display,” and identify its purpose.

9. What aspects of community life are primarily the male’s responsibility?
s

v

)

1(T Name thiree traits of Goblin thatensured his eventual high status'in the
: chimparyzee society.

11. Identify three similarities in chimpanzee and human behavior.

12. According to the author, what is the most significant characteristic that sepa-
. rates humans and chimpanzees?” -
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[SUPPLEMENTAL READING | continued

13 Identify three chimpanzee behaviors that maintain social harmony and pro-

mote cohesion among community members. -

—

i
o

Interpretmg 14. How do most scientists explain the sharing of foodamong chunp:mzees?

Meanmgs

1 5. Why was the author thrilled to watch the chimpanzee called David Grey-
: beard trim a blade of grass and then use it to poke ata temmehole?’

o

16 How did Project Washoe support Jane Goodall’s suggestion that chim-
panzees were capable of reasoning and insight?
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[ SUPPLEMENTAL READING | continued Name

oorv..__Throuaha Window . . .. ... ...

© 17. Goodall states, “It s easier to study intellectual prowess in the lab, but more
: meaningful to-study the subject i the wild” What does-the- author Mé?.n by
this statememnt? W

18. What did the author’s observations about power struggles among male
: chimpanzees indicate about the importance of coalifjons?

S
: 2
- 19. What did the author’s ebservations indicate about the-effect motherjchﬂd
. bonding has Un‘chﬂd'dmlopmenﬁ : o
§
é
®
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[SUPPLEMENTAL READING | continued
_TFhrouoh a Window__

20. According to the authos, what is the main difference beMeenpatterns
: of aggression demonstrated by chimpanzees-and thesedemens{fated

by humans?

=l

21 Suppose Goodall designed a new study to be conducted at Gombe. What
would she likely include in her. des1gn?

' 22 What does Goodall believe to'be humanity’s greatest sin against nature?
: Po you agree? Explain-why.

Appfymg '23. In the title, as well as throughout the book, Goodall refers to “looking

Meanings through a window.” What is that window? What does she see as she glances

through it?-
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[ SUPPLEMENTAL READING | continued Name

___Throuah aWindow-__ e e

Wr!tmg About the Book

On a separatesheet of paper, write the answer to-each of thcfoﬂowmg

. Extending-the Book

1. Imagine that you ate Jane Goodall. Prepare a detailed outline foryoux next

©  investigationrof the chimpanzee community at Gombe: Specify the focus of
your study, and describe how-you would collect your information. Be sure your
m&sﬂga&on attempts to preserve the natural conditions of Iheeﬁvusonment.

. Thinking™ about Assumptions

- 2.- Prior to GoodalP's study; it was assumed that the human was the only teql-

:  making animal. How did the author disprove this assumption? Whaf‘cfges the
initial assumption indicate about humanity’s concept of other O:gaxﬂsms?

Responding to-a Review
73, A reviewer stated, “Jane Goodall’s work with chimpanzees represents-one of
i -the Western-world’s greatest scientific achievements.” Eey@u—agreewvﬂfn this

statement? Explain why.

: Evaluating a €haracter

4 ‘When Goodall first went to Gombe in 1960; she was a young secretarial
school graduate sent to observe a community of chimpanzees in fﬁen’n_gtural
surroundings. During her thirty years of research, she became an expertin
her field. What personal traits helped Jane Goodall make-this-transfermation?

~Wntmgt&4wmal Entry

1.‘3 “Tmagine that you are a workmg at the Gombe Stream Research Center, Write
an entry in your field book describing the social behavior you observed
among your subjects.

An alyzing?A‘nhnaI Issues
6. Pretend you are Jane Goodall. Write aletter to the editor of a locat newspaper
; ~ -describing your feelmgs -about: pubhx:mos

© tjy Holt, Ringhart and Winétoq, Inc.

HOLT BioSources /. Teaching Resources: Supplemental Reading. 7



[SUPPLEMENTAL READING | continued

I&stmg On the Book

On a separate sheet of paper, write the:answer to each of the foﬂowmg,

 critical Thinking and Wsiting

1. Goodall states that leaxmgabout—chxnpanzeebehavlor and the&:pksqe in
:  nature helps humansunderstand some-aspects of theirown bchanar-Wh
did this book teach you about human behavior?

2. Louis Leakey believed that behavior common to modern humans. andmod—

ern chimpanzees was probably present in our common ances ere-
fore, in-early man hmrseif—lfbeakeyms correct; wha%behavmw ikely

present in early humans7

3. Goodall states that her studies at Gombe serve to “humble” humamty ‘What
:  does she meanrby this statement?

4, Isthe author agamst.thaiotal.useoﬁanmlsmlabo;atory te: lain
.~ youranswer. S

| 5. Whichof the chimpanzees describedtin the text did you find mostintrigning?
i Explain why. - -
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